DitcHING THE B-24

1. On April 29, 1944, Lieutenant Milt Munsor
of the 758th Squadron ditched his B-24G, The
Stork Club, in the waters of the Mediterranean Sea
On a mission to Toulon, France, Munson’s Number
One and Number Two engines were inadvertently
shot out by friendly fire from another plane in the
459th’s formation as the group approached the
target. Losing altitude at about 250 feet per minute
and flying in a 15 degree bank because of the
asymmetric thrust developed by having both en-
gines out on the left side of the airplane, Munson
cut all power a couple of hundred feet above the
water and made the ditching deadstick in relatively
calm seas.

The aircraft survived the ditching pretty much
intact and stayed afloat about ten minutes. With
only two relatively minor injuries, the crew exited
the plane and inflated and boarded the two life ralts.
All ten men were picked up by Air-Sea Rescue
hree hours later.



“a piece the size of a baseball [that | went
in just above the nose wheel door, traveling in
an upward divection toward the copilot’s or
pilot’s position, but it kit an amplidvne unit and
was deflected out the other side of the ship. ™

Bob Hill"s diary relates:

“onothing wnusual happened unnil we
were over the target and {then] all hell broke
loose.  Evidently they had our range perfect
because for three minutes we were plastered
with flak. 1 think they gave us four real close
bursts because I felt the surges as they ex-
ploded. I heard flak ripping through the skin.
The bombs were good and hit right across the
dock area. After breaking out over the sea, we
had a gas leak in the #3 cell where flak went
right throwgh the wing. We headed for Corsica
wit il we found we had enough gas to get home.
Feathered #3 engine of course. When we
counted them up, we had 32 holes in the ship.
If L had been in the nose, I wouldn’t be here to
wirtle this as a hig piece went up through my
area and owt the top... .Our flight was the only
one i, "

Licutenant John Zimmer and his crew of
the 758th Squadron were in that flight and the
flak really nailed them. With Number Two
engine smoking badly. they left the formation
and headed foranemergency landing at Naples.
Zimmer seemed to have his ship under control,
but just as he was about to set it down, fire
broke out aboard the plane and it exploded,
killing everyone aboard. Said Bob Hill in his

diary that night, “[John Zimmer ], A. D. Jones,
copilot, Blair, navigator, Chalmers, bombar-
dier, were killed at Naples in a crash landing.
I rode mission to Turin [three davs earlier|
with them. All swell guvs! McCormick had a
forced landing ar Naples falso], but is OK. I'm
really scared after ioday as are most of the boys
who flew.” Another of the 459th’s original
crew complement was gone, along with more
of the group’s aircrafl.

Navigator Hill was justitiably frightened
that Friday moming over Porto San Stefano,
but he would have been much more so had he
anv inkling of what was in store for him a short
24 hours later. The assignment on Saturday,
April 29, was to destroy a munitions works at
Toulon, France: Group Operations Officer.
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Lively, was lead-
ing the 459th. Awakened at 0500 for an 06N
brieting, the air crews were treated o pow-
dered eggs, sausage, and oatmeal for breakfast.
Takeotts began shortly belore 0830, and the
assembled formation of thirty aircraft left the
areaof Giulia Field at 0820, Tt was the 459th’s
first raid on a French target, and the longest
mission it had vet staged — close 1o 1,200
miles round-trip, almost all of them over water,

Things went well. The [ormation was
on time and on course as 1t crossed the
Italian peninsula and headed over the
Tyrrhenian Sea and across the island of
Corsica; itremained so as itcrossed the open
Mediterranean and eventually approached
the French coast. Enemy fighters appeared,
hut were neither numerous nor aggressive,
harassed as they were by a large number of



Ly ::.;l_:l_lﬁill; the hombers. The entirz
“oulom arca was covered by a smoke screen
Atended o ohsewre the hombardiers” view
Fporeatial targets. Flak was intense during
1 bomb run dng I'.:'f'-\. e very ccurae as

well; o number of shrapne] hits were scored
vasrerallan the formahon, Bol, nenther the
flak nor the smake screendeterred the 45Mh™s
wirmnen — their leads of 1000 peund dema
lition hambs hiv well on the munitions Fac-

Toe Ak BatTir OF PrLoOESTI

Mot every wr power bulT kocws of
the Avenstl |, 1943, Liberator raid on the
wil refimerics at Ploesi. ILowas a daring
ansd spectacular acticn in which live
g ol Morth Advican-based B-24s tlew
ot extremely low level only o become
sitting ducks for Gorman anti-gireraft de-
fenses, Prodictubly, losses were niser-
ably ligh and out of all proportion o the
damage inlcied (el 164 planes: reaching
the target, 41 were shot down!), Bug, the
stage was set tor the A Battle of Ploesn
wehine b weins Lo Do lesase.

Plocs™s il Relds provided moore than
a b of MNaed Geemany™s virsl supply of
perrolenm; thus the production. relinng,
and slorage Leihnes there hecame prine
tarpets for Fifteenth Air Force bombers,
Frivr Lo the formnation of the Fifteenth with
itz bases in [raly, Plocsti and it environs
enjored e comloat sl security of Iying
eyond the reach of Allied Aidr Power, ex-
cept for the homaled elfort of the Angust
1943 paid and one other in which 12 B-24-
hombed the area ca Jupe 11, 1942, Arthe
and of 19413 when the Fifteenth Air Force
s sl s ded anad oede v move 10 bises
ity southern Maly, this vital facility was al
Laast enpeosed loosyslemntie Allied air attack.
Recogmzing their new vulncrahility, the
Germans buliressed Plogsii's already im-
prassive defenses with additional and meost
LWEEreSEIve I:lgl]l,r.: pralecia, i EHI_E'E -
ber of flak barteries bristling with guns aned
the rowsd pp-to-date fire conmral cgnipment,
ured the wse of stnoke sereens amd camou-
Mage wr obscure vital targets rom the view
if Arnerican bombardiers.

The Air Batle of Ploesti consised of
twealy daglime missions flown by the Pl

teenth Air Force und four night missions
Hewn by Ru:.rui Aar Foree's 205 Growp
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ously reduced the ow of Rumanin oil w
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1944 whila the war in Burepa sl raged, the
report begins with Uisse Gwo parugraphs:

*Live miffer above the rodling plaing of
Koveneenia wos weged beiween 3 Aged aod
P Al TS one of the decisive borrles of
Wertdd War 5o Sve-mondl betterly-con
teatead pher vy elimeinare Ploesyl, e prearess
single sowrce of oil ovefable po e Axis,
Theix v w.-fr,uu- R llllgﬂ,.rlﬂlf'n'l'l’m"lr} fie
times and rendered possitde by vhe sagreeme
peguipoeenl o pradociive copaciry of the
Iinited Nations, and aveve afl by the conr
ape ond rescnrcafolness of a gproup of -
frepiad airmen who wewld nor be beoren,
The Bogle o Ploestd wees an e Iainle,
carvied on privcipally v lige feets of
American e eopme bonehees penao-
ing deep inside enemy wrritery, bringing
Phe phiach de phe Beaet of the Gerrion v
irazecfeine cingd arciking haed of oy mest vilal!
instaltaiions

Fheig e comapa gi the LS, Fimeonih
Alr Forve bosed in fiodv seor 54906 boshers
cigrealin sy Plowgss in twenty davliphs missions,
d_l'f_Jl[J!wd SA2EG s of Dot ped vuee-
ceeced fomp before the Russian eocupation
af Awgnat P9 in denvies Gy o -
Jor parnes of the fael without which oir

NS ore pnaile So seove, o incisiey
by denen, Fowe ol e tweniy -Fonr artacks
ot Proestiwere niplin mussiem s, wecessfieliy
excoeded by 220 Wellingrens, Holifuves,
et £ iteeers el 205 Grongs, RAL, widich
with fhe LY Fiptecnty Al Force, com-
piiser the Mediterrunaoan Allwd Straiegic
A Force, Theve artacks contributed saehr-
sieentiodiv to the overghl suecesy ey e cam-
pm'qn. i : ;

The Amm-eah -am:t ﬂr:m-h wacks sen-

Lory . destroving much of the faciling. Fal
L.-'-Jrnw bombs away, the 'rrﬂupul!u.d ol of
the ok anad began the long joveney heme

Laroely unnodiced in the excitement of the
Muk wod the bemb run was the Gact et Ml
Mlunson’s 73%th Souadron Liberator, The Stork
Club, hed tallen oo ol Termatan. Aheard was
mavizatns Bol HIill whe at that moment car
tinly hed more reasen than ever W be con-
varned abont his safer V. His aliary cnmrics rell
the frightening dewails:

St
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“Toafon, Frokee, wivgei for ioday,
she TP o repperweary pow feewn Bt
sfiin ot ope 80 vl 22 pngines and Diocke
them ot We normed and dove fo 200000 feer,
e Devededd el aod M tededd don Yendid adderaed:
S coudan 't We kinew mlien we woils
aticd e Crorveees was JE5 milles away. Horver
caffed Avr-Rea Rescwe and coxtaciog e on
11 chraed VEHE, Werner send gae pogimiim an
Caninon fohe adrorall s siord wave vl L --
.I-‘"Ht e whle iwrned on the 1FF smcepeoey
W dosr alninude ar 250 feet & minuie
and toe '-"|'I|" WY .:‘I.n-.:: in & 13 depree ok
Lword Bee good engines. We tirew o all e
fonye sgwivment ve ool _.I"l.'l'.l' FEof doesot
w18, Hug e Besnbardiey o '-nl'l- gl 0

! have ra

bty gy well — MWuynson fod been
Teviive Bee forsatioay peiar 0 reaoliin
el When e 30 coliber bullens b
r.f.-._y.v.'w.-:. ! destraved e prop meveryors]
Muyngen wgs abile i feodker #1, b #2 .u. i)
petely goinled wed e changed, so that prioge fler
Wiy ||.-.'.'h'.'l'.1l'|“l.l-.:_—.'. :.r.'.‘.l':.-r_-.t grecdiyv ia fhe ,':rr' i
lewt o keeming the atrerall wnoer conitol
Losing odtilade av o raie of 200 re 306 feet per
ininure, Munzon and Werner managed io Leep
their Lilrin the aie by .na.:'.'.‘..:l srameling ON
theirriphe rdaer pedels, | AQR00 feer, Miliow
Moo v engines and we were I g poxsidion
ditet, §wod an the couck wilh my back feihe
arimor place, Holden sat on my Sap and e -"-nr
thee escape harch half open | with one hand
v [Reld] the Iife vafe handle Jwith nl-"
et ],
A F 2w dt veinds thee feeid Jeove o {00
i wot pcre than fwo secomds, the siip vas of
a deod stop with the nose wder water, The
Fiight deck was floeded imorediarely criid
Holden was washed off v fap. T didn't fove
m:.n:'h of @ hrearh so headed for the Rarch righs
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At 1247 we hitwith the tail low at 100mph.
In not more than two seconds, the ship was at
a dead stop with the nose under water. The
Hight deck was flooded immediately and
Holden was washed off my lap. Ididn’t have
much of a breath so headed for the hatch right
away. Harvey had washed out of his seat and
under the hatch so he was the first one out.
Then I got out fast and fell in the water. One
by one, Holden, Werner, and Milt got out. All
the rest got out the waist window without much
trouble. Had to pull the life rafts out and
splash water on the gas valves to thaw them
out. The ship staved together pretty well. The
nose was pretry well smashed and the pilot’s
canopy crushed but evervone got out unin-
Jured except for a cut Holden got on his head.
Werner sprained a finger too, I guess. The
ship floated for ten minutes so we had plenty of
time to clear it. We got in the life rafts and
paddled clear of the ship when it sank slowly
nose first. The shipwas a “G” from the 757th
Squadron called the Stork Club. Some debris
was left floating but the only part of the ship
left [afloat] was the nose wheel which was
torn out in the crash.



When we hit the water there was a terrible
crash. and as the water poured in [ had just
about given up to the fact that I was going to
die. It seemed as if the ship was sinking
immediately. The sea was calm with small,
gentle swells and also warm water. Harvey,
Milt, myself. Whitford, and Phillips were inone
raft. Ikeptmy Mercator of the area and i fhelp
didn't arrive by morning we planned to set sail
for Corsica. As it was, we could see bv the sea
marker we were drifting, so we used the one
parachute we saved as a sea anchor. It worked
swell and we sat and talked and waited, Intwo
hours we saw a Cataling on the horizon but if
trned away from us at first.  When 1t reap-
peared we shot parachute flares so il could
spot us. It headed straight for is and were we
happy!

Thev circled for thirty minutes and then
decided to land. We were surprised to see
Army bovs [Iving the Catalina. They were as
happy about finding us as we were because if
was their first rescue. We sank the rafts and
three hours from the time we hit the water we
were off for Ajaccio. The pilot’s name was
Murk, copilot Murphy, and navigator Colvin.
When we got to their base, a large crowd was
waiting. The OA-1A [Army designation of the
PBY Catalina] is an amphibian sowe rolled up
on a ramp. We were taken to the infirmary
where we got showers and have staved ever
since [this was written Saturdav night]. Every-
one from the Colonel on down came in to talk
10 us. We were treated like kings. Officers of
the First Air-Sea Rescue Unit loaned us clothes
and gave us candy, etc. [At] night we went to
town with a bunch of the boyvs and got plenty
drunk on a quart of Seagrams Seven Crown.
Drinks of wine are very costly here — 90 francs
(§1.80). So ended our first day here.”




While Milt Munson and his crew were
descending into the warm waters of the Medi-
terrancan, the main force of the 439th was
winging back to Giulia, heking its wounds all
the way, Several 4539th Liberators had been hit
by the flak at Toulon; a couple of crews were
unable to stay with the formation because they
had lost one or more engines. One headed [or
Corsica, encountering a lone enemy fighter
that was discouraged by accurate fire from the
tail and ball turrets; upon reaching that 1sland,
thev decided they could make it on to Naples,
which they did. The other managed to drag n
late to Giulia after sweating out altitude for a
couple of hours and skimming over the
Apennines.

And what of Munson. Hill, and friends”
Well, their delay enroute at Corsica was as-
suming the proportions of a luxury vacation,
Afteranight’s sleep, they arose to look over the
aircraft and the installations at the Air-Sea
Rescue base, They visited an ancient Corsican
estate with exceptional views of the island, and
they inspected the mountain-top radio bearing
station the British had setup. They enjoved the
food and chatted with the seaplane crews, ex-
changing ideas and comparing expenences,
Andin the evenings, they wenlt to movies. One
morning, Bob Hill and a couple of others saun-
lered along the beach, firing their forty-fives as
they went. Inthe course of all this activity, they

Milt Munson and crew survived friendly fire and sul
are standing, second and third from [efl, respective

opened their escape kits and spent the money
contained inthem. much of itfor keepsakes and
sOUvenirs,

But on Monday, May 1, the fun was halted
by a message from 3kth Wing Headquarters
telling them to travel via a local C-47 1o south-
ern Sardinia where a B-24 would pick them up
and return them to Giulia. Of the flight back to
their home base on Tuesday, May 2, Bob had
this to say:

“We flew down [to Sardinia] and had a
steak for lunch and then headed for home. Lt
Col. Lange came along to flv us back in the
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